Participation of endogenous opioids in pathogenesis of early neuroendocrine manifestations of prenatal stress syndrome.
We studied sex dimorphism in the content of norepinephrine and activity of enzymes involved in testosterone metabolism in the preoptic hypothalamic area of 10-day-old rats. Prenatal stress eliminated sex-related differences in these indices. These disturbances were absent in rats subjected to prenatal stress under conditions of opioid receptor blockade with naltrexone. These data attests to the important role of opioids in the pathogenesis of prenatal stress syndrome.